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2018 Retreats &
Events
✦

August 12 – Prayer Flag
Workshop - Berry Patch
Fabric - Ft Worth, TX

✦

September 6-9 – Adult
Child Loss Retreat - Iron
Horse Inn - Granbury, TX

✦

October 15 – Wave of
Light - Steps of the Tarrant
County Courthouse-Fort
Worth, TX

✦

November 8-11 Grief &
The Holidays- Infant Loss Iron Horse Inn - Granbury,
TX

✦

November 27 – 3rd Annual
Remembrance Ceremony
The Brooks at
Weatherford - Granbury,
TX
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Summertime.
It is hard to believe that it has been 5 years since I
held Max in my arms. The journey has been full of highs and lows
and many adventures. Although this is not the path that I wish life
would have taken, I could not be prouder to be his mom. I had
to do something with all of the love that I had inside of me; he
was not here for me to care for like we had expected but I could
not let the love not be expressed. A Memory Grows began as a
dream of hope. Hope that others would find comfort. Hope that
a safe space would be created for grief to be processed and
expressed. Hope that community and friendships would be
found. Hope that in the end of all our gatherings that those who
attend would truly leave with leave knowing that their child’s
story is not over and that love never ends. What a privilege it has
been to watch and see the dream come to life and hope to be
found and embraced over the past year.
If you are a parent who has trusted us with the most
raw and sacred part of your heart we cannot thank you enough
and promise to never stop speaking your child’s name and
sharing their legacy. If you are a donor who has supported A
Memory Grows, please know that you have offered hope and
healing to people who have been changed forever by your
generosity and selflessness, we could never be where we are
without you. If you have cooked a meal or provided food for any
of our retreats, know that you have not just filled a stomach you
have nurtured our hearts by providing that place at the table
where we can laugh and cry and form lifelong friendships. If you
have created a gift for our families, I wish you could see the look
in their eyes as they begin to understand that complete strangers
care enough to remember and create something in honor of
their children. If you have referred families to us, we are blessed
by your trust and confidence. If you have encouraged us or
prayed for us, know that you have sustained us.
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Ways to Help A
Memory Grows
✦ Sponsor

an event (Golf/
Baseball/Tennis Tournament,
Fun Run, 5K, etc) in memory
of your child as a benefit for
A Memory Grows

✦ Volunteer

at an event

✦ Provide

food for an event

✦ Donate

craft supplies for

retreats

✦ Donate

fabric for quilts for
our 4 Day retreats

✦ Make

gift

a one time monetary

✦ Schedule

a monthly
monetary gift
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A Memory Grows is the place where love carries on.
Wherever you are, whatever you are doing, may the love that
never ends, allow you too to dream and hope and be assured
that although this journey is hard, you are not alone.
On the Journey with You,
DeAndrea

Remembrance Ceremony
The 2nd Annual Remembrance Ceremony was held at The
Brooks at Weatherford on Tuesday, November 28th. This event
marked the 1 year anniversary of A Memory Grows
programming. We called the names of all the children who have
been remembered at all A Memory Grows Retreats and Events
and all the names were carefully painted onto a specially created
stained glass art piece by Marilyn Brumley that will forever be a
part of A Memory Grows. We laughed, cried, listened to
beautiful music, floated lanterns, shared our stories, found
community and celebrated the love and legacy of our children.
Registration is open on our website for our 3rd Annual
Ceremony of Remembrance which will be held on November 27!

✦ Honor

your child and invite
others to honor your child
with a gift to A Memory
Grows on holidays and
birthdays

✦ Give

the gift of a retreat to
parents who could benefit
from an A Memory Grows
program

✦ Facebook

Fundraisers are a
great way to celebrate your
child and ask that others
honor your child in a special
way on birthdays, holidays
and anniversaries while
giving back to A Memory
Grows.

Legacy 5K
The First Annual Legacy 5K was held on March 10th at Trinity Park
in Fort Worth. Together with runners, walkers and volunteers,
130 people gathered to share the morning and celebrate the
legacies of our children. Thank you to Dr. Larry Burrows, D.O.;
Drew Poe, CPA and Family; The Dentistry of Las Colinas, Dr.
Byron Mitchell, DDS; Team Mercy, MEND and so many humble
anonymous donors. The food was fantastic the face painting was
fun and everyone had a wonderful time! We raised $5500 to
support the work of A Memory Grows! Thank you to everyone
for making this a really fun day and event!
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100% of funds raised
through Facebook
Fundraisers are given
directly to A Memory Grows!
✦

AmazonSmile is a website
operated by Amazon with
the same products, prices,
and shopping features as
Amazon.com. The difference
is that when you shop on
AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price of eligible
products to A Memory
Grows. Check out our ‘Wish
List’ on our Facebook page!
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Save the date for our next Legacy 5k on March 9th, 2019!

A Year of Growth and Expansion
The past year and a half has been an awe-inspiring year of
growth for A Memory Grows. We had no idea the word would
spread and the need for growth and expansion would come so
quickly. Families have traveled to attend our retreats and events
from across Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana,
and Minnesota. The period of loss at our retreats has ranged
from 3 months to 20 years out and at our special events from just
a few weeks to over 40 years out. In order to expand and be
able to offer continued hope and healing to families in the most
difficult of times, A Memory Grows must have the funds in order
to provide meaningful and quality retreats and events. Below are
the actual costs of A Memory Grows Retreats and Events.
4 Day Weekend Retreat - $4,105
- Lodging $3,945
- Stipends $100
- Supplies $60.00
One Day Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Retreats - $3000
Prayer Flag Workshop - $50
Wave of Light - $200
Ceremony of Remembrance - $1000

North Texas Giving Day, September 20th
Mark your Calendars for North Texas Giving Day on September
20th! This is a fun day to celebrate all the ways that North Texas
Non-Profits give back to the community and make an impact for
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good in the world. A Memory Grows will be participating for the
3rd year and hope to have another successful day of raising funds
for our 2019 Retreats and Special Events. If you would like to
offer a Challenge Grant that will allow others gifts to be doubled,
please contact DeAndrea! We hope that everyone will give gifts
of hope and healing to A Memory Grows on North Texas Giving
Day!

Words of Gratitude
The One Wing Foundation:
A huge Thank You for their generous grant that underwrote A
Mother’s Heart and A Gathering of Father’s Retreats!
Stacy & Jason Carter and Charitable Reality:
A Special Word of Thanks to for their donation to A Memory
Grows! If you are looking to buy or sell a house, Charitable Realty
is an incredibly generous business that donates 10% of their
commission to the buyer/seller’s charity of choice.
Thank you to Dorenda Kesler, Stacy & Jason’s Realtor, for her
generous heart and mission-oriented spirit! We are deeply
grateful for your generosity!
Thank you to the following who created Facebook Fundraisers
for A Memory Grows:
Laurie Ryan
Mary Johnson
DeAndrea Dare & Aaron Graham
Scott & Kathy Wilcox
Stacey Hartley
Christina Montalvo
Thank you to all who have donated supplies for our 2018 A
Memory Grows Retreats and Special Events!
Jeri Bailey
Summer Porter
Kathy Bell
Dakota Greenfield-Dunn
Sarah Driessner
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Susan Tollefson
Laura Shanahan
Lisa Dalton
Robyn Haynes
Katie Schenck
Continued thanks to those who provide food and provide special
gifts and services to for those who attend A Memory Grows
Weekend Retreats!
Aledo United Methodist Church
Lisa Marino
Marilyn Brumley
Shirley Watkins
Shannon Reynolds
Tammie Shelton
Carol Shelton
Thank you to the following individuals for their incredibly
generous donations in 2018!
Donors
Tiffany & Jimmy Marshall
Shannon McMillen
Craig & Sarah Driessner
Frank & Judy Graham
John & Bernadette Shults
Matt & Kathy Bell
Tom & Ruth Ann Dare
Mary Whitman
Byron and Rebekah Mitchell
Lauren & Kevin Thacker
Laura & Jim Davis
Michal Riddle
Erin & Glenn Shisler
DeAndrea & Aaron
Donors
Laurie Ryan
Kathleen Walsh

In Memory of
Caroline Marshall
Mitchell McMillen
Hannah Driessner
Max Graham
Caroline Marshall
Aubrey Bell
Max Graham
Ross Wilcox and Max
Graham
Jonathan Mitchell and Baby
Mitchell
Karsyn Lee Thacker
Karsyn Lee Thacker
Karsyn Lee Thacker
Karsyn Lee Thacker
Max Graham and Karsyn Lee
Thacker
In Honor of
Sandra Hurley
Joy Daley’s Birthday
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Donors
Phil Thompson
Jesse Crowell & Diana Lackey
Chris Butterfield
Shoshana Kaikov
Robb & Jeri Bailey
Drew & Sharlyn Poe
Carol LaGasse
Robert & Laura McElroy
Mike Marshall
White's Chapel UMC
Gloria Martin
Doug & Jamey McKeever
Larry Burrows
A Memory Grows Board of Directors
Drew Poe, Treasurer
Lisa Dalton, Secretary
Robyn Haynes
Jill Jorgesen
Elaine Marshall
Felice Mayes
Kevin Thacker
A Memory Grows Advisory Board
Kathy Bell
Stacy Carter
Keri Lai
Laura Shanahan
Janet Juelfs

Continuing the Legacy
A Memory Grows is a 501(c)(3) organization that relies solely on
donations to fund all retreats and special events. There is no
such thing as a small gift. As the holiday’s approach we invite
you to consider offering the gift of healing and love to parents as
they navigate the road of grief. A gift in honor or in memory of
someone you love is a special way of showing that love carries
on. All gifts are tax deductible and can be mailed to:
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A Memory Grows
P.O. Box 34282
Fort Worth, TX 76162

Quotes from Participants 2018
A Memory Grows has forever changed our lives! We came to this
retreat after losing our precious girl, Aubrey, last September. We
were lost and felt so disconnected in a multitude of ways. This
retreat gave us a healthy ground to continue to build on and
connections with other families to last for eternity. We are grateful to
have been able to share not only our child with them, but for them
sharing their precious children with us! The love to “carry on” is so
much greater than I ever imagined possible. Thank you for being
exactly what we needed, when we needed it!!
-Aubrey's Parents (February Retreat)
A Memory Grows is a blessing to all of those traveling on this
difficult journey of loss. I recommend the weekend retreat for all of
those who have lost a child, it is beyond life changing. From the
bonds you make with other families in your shoes, to the different
activities planned through the weekend along with the advice and
experience not only DeAndrea brings to the table but the guests
she brings in, you will leave a different person and only for the
better. While I will never get over losing my child, I have a sense of
peace with me that didn't exist prior to the retreat. The little
surprises along the way from different members of the community
who want to help make the retreats an even more touching time for
the families are simply angels here on earth, and those keepsakes
will be treasured for eternity.

-Avery’s Mom (April Retreat)
Imagine a weekend where you stay in a beautiful B&B and everyone
there has experienced the loss of a child. During this weekend you
tell your child’s story, you listen to other stories of children who have
left this earth. You cry - a LOT - but you also laugh. You receive
special gifts that were made by complete strangers who just wanted
to make something meaningful for you and bears your child’s name.
You craft works of “art” that maybe only your spouse will appreciate
or cherish. You “break” things and piece them back together.
EVERYTHING done has a meaning. EVERYTHING said is symbolic.
Then, as you walk along a beach and write your child’s name in the
sand, you realize the time spent in this place was Oh. So. Worth it.
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Thank you, DeAndrea Dare and A Memory Grows, for helping us
heal just a little more. And thank you, to all our new friends, for
sharing your child’s story with us. As we all said, I wish we had never
had to meet, but thankful that we did.
-Jenna’s Parents (July Retreat)
I had the opportunity to attend a one day retreat this past Saturday
in Arlington, Tx. I am from La so it was about a 4 hour drive. This
retreat was amazing. Not only was it held at a gorgeous and relaxing
bed and breakfast but the ladies in charge went above and beyond
to make sure that everything was wonderful. The location, food,
activities etc were just what a grieving mom needed right before a
big holiday like Mothers Day.
There is something so refreshing about sitting in a room full of
moms who know exactly what you feel like on a day to day basis.
Why? Because every single mother in that room has experienced
the hardest loss in their life. The loss of their child. Thanks to A
Memory Grows, Mother’s (and fathers at times and couples at times)
are able to gather and share their memories of the children. There is
nothing more rewarding than being able to speak your child’s name
in a group of others who genuinely do care about you and your
child. So thankful this organization exists as we don’t have many in
Louisiana! Thank you again for spending your Saturday pampering
such a wonderful group of ladies.
-Layton's Mom (A Mother's Heart)

A Memory Grows is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that serves as an outreach to grieving parents, and as a
resource to hospitals, clinics, hospice groups, churches and other nonprofit organizations.
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